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Global Influenza Hospital Surveillance Network (GIHSN) 

Call for proposals 2017-2018 Influenza Season 
 

 
1. What is the GIHSN? 

The Global Influenza Hospital-based Surveillance Network (GIHSN) is a worldwide platform to 
generate epidemiological evidence on the burden of severe influenza and the potential public health 
benefit of influenza vaccines. The GIHSN aims to provide timely and high-quality epidemiological 
data and viral isolates to national health authorities for decision making on influenza surveillance 
and related vaccination programs (details on website www.gihsn.org).  

Set-up in 2011 by Sanofi Pasteur, this worldwide partnership is open to networks of hospitals 
overseen by national health authorities. Through a standard protocol shared between partners, 
GIHSN sites conduct hospital-based epidemiological studies using a prospective active surveillance 
design during seasonal influenza seasons. Data from the participating GIHSN sites is then combined 
to generate a pooled analysis. Since September 2015, the GIHSN has been partly supported by the 
Foundation for Influenza Epidemiology (under the aegis of the Foundation of France).  

Not-for-profit institutions with proposals aligned with the GIHSN mission are eligible to apply for 
partial funding through an annual call for proposals. 

 

2. Who have been the GIHSN partners during 2016-2017 influenza season? 

In total, 14 countries and related national institutions with more than 40 hospitals implemented the 
GIHSN protocol.  (See the list of actual public partners on the www.gihsn.org) 

 

 

http://www.gihsn.org/
http://www.gihsn.org/
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3. What is the added value for you and your institution to take part in the GIHSN? 
 

√ Be part of a worldwide partnership of key influenza epidemiology experts sharing knowledge 
together with US CDC- and WHO- based experts. A new set of data is analyzed every year.  

 
√ Share on scientific and methodological aspects related to influenza surveillance, investigate 

new questions of interest and collaborate on GIHSN publications (see the GIHSN publication list 
at www.gihsn.org). 

 

√ Enhance your existing surveillance system or develop a new one in your country through our 
catalytic funding. Funding is usually within the range 20,000€-150,000€ depending on the 
catchment area and the proposal of the site.  

 

4. What evolution of the GIHSN is expected in the 2017-18 Influenza season?  
 

Open Health Company (www.openhealth.fr/en/) a French leader in collecting and analysing health 
data will join the network to be in charge of the coordination. It will be an opportunity to optimize 
the collection and the processing of this multi-sourced data. An e-CRF will be made available to 
collect data on-site. Sites remain owner of their data. 
 
In addition, sites are invited to collect data on: 
- strain sequencing   
- health care use data associated with severe influenza disease and its complications 
 

5. How to apply to the call for proposals? 

 
The current call for proposals was posted on the www.gihsn.org website on 29th May 2017.   
Admissibility requirements: 
To be eligible, applicants should be non-profit institutions or organisations with interest and 
expertise in influenza epidemiology. The following documents should be provided along with the 
proposal: 

√ Charter of the institution (document demonstrating that the institution is a not-for-profit 
organisation and specifying its  mission and size) 

√ Budget extracts from the previous year 
√ Yearly activity report 
√ Bank details 
 
Proposal submission : 
A template is provided for your application. Proposals should be submitted at the latest on July 15, 
2017 by email to foundationforinfluenza@gihsn.org. 
 
 

  

http://www.gihsn.org/
http://www.openhealth.fr/en/
http://www.gihsn.org/
mailto:foundationforinfluenza@gihsn.org
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6. How is the selection performed?  

Proposals will be reviewed by the Executive Committee of the foundation, composed by four Sanofi 
Pasteur scientific and public health specialists and three independent influenza experts, using the 
criteria provided below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selection will be based on the following criteria: 

 The applicant’s score 

 The  geographical  location of the applicant’s site in view of the GIHSN mission  

 The available GIHSN budget; the total budget for site support is approximately 1.2 million 
euros for the 2017-2018 season. 

Official responses from the Foundation will be sent to applicants by mid-October 2017.  

OpenHealth Company will contact the selected sites to provide materials for implementation and 
organise kick-off visits when appropriate. 

 

Relevant expertise and experience of the applicant (15 pts): 

o Expertise in influenza and in vaccines (5 pts) 
o Experience in conducting epidemiological studies, in particular similar active 

surveillance studies (5 pts) 
o Role in the national/regional influenza surveillance system (5pts) 

Proposed implementation into the GIHSN (30 pts): 

o Presentation of the catchment area, type of population, participating hospitals and 
expected sample size (15 pts) 

o Scientific relevance of the proposal and the proposed design (5 pts) 
o Team organisation and dedicated staff for active surveillance (5 pts) 
o Institution infrastructure and laboratory capacities to test influenza strains by RT-

PCR; sequencing capacity is a plus (5 pts) 

Level of co-funding from the applicant (15 pts) 


